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Mr. Richards exhibited a piece of plumbago from the South-
ampton mine, Bucks county. The specimen was 123 inches
long, by § and § inch thick, and was sawed {rom a much larger
piece, remarkable for its purity. Mr. R. stated that the plum-
bago of this mine had been found better for the purposes of
making crucibles, &c. than the imported article, on account of
its greater purity, bul that, unfortunately, it was more expen-
sive owing to the depth of the mine and the difficulty of work-
ing it. Mr. R. gave a brief history of the mine.

A discussion in regard to the geology of the district arose,
in which Dr. Coates, Mr. Trego, and Prof. Frazer took part.

Mr. Justice made some remarks upon a recent statement as
to the beneficial effects of wire gauze in case of near-sighted-
ness, which led to a discussion, in which Dr. Coates, Dr. Hays,
and Prof. Cresson took part.

The Treasurer of the Society and the Committee on Publi-
cation made their annual Reports, which were referred as
usual.

Pending nominations were read.

There being no sufficient quorum present, the alterations of
the laws could not be considered.

Stated Meeting, December 20.
Present, twenty-six members.
Dr. ParTErson, President, in the Chair.

Letters were read:—

From Baron Von Hammer Purgstall, dated Vienna, 30th
April, 1850; and from Benjamin Ferris, dated Wilmington,
State of Delaware, respectively announcing donations to the
Society.

The following donations were announced :—

FOR THE LIBRARY.

The following works by the Baron Von Hammer Purgstall, of Vi-
enna :i—
Abhandlung tiber die Siegel der Araber, Perser und Tiirken.



172

Bericht @iber die in letzten vier Jahren, 1845, 6, 7, 8, zu Constantino-
pel gedruckten und lithographirten Werke. In three Parts.
Bericht {iber Hro. Reinands (ranzgsiche Uebersetzung von Abulfedas

Geographie.

Ueber diec Menschenclasse welchen von den Arabern ¢ Schoubije’”
genannt wird.

Von der Inschriftverbrimung der Kleider als Souverainitatsrecht der
Fraven in Morgenlande.

Bericht tiber Herrn Charriéres Negociation de la France dans le
Levant.

Rede des Prasidenten der Kaiserlichen Akademie der Wissenschaften,
Freiherrn Von Hammer Purgstall, bei der feierlichen Eroffnung
derselben am 2 Februar, 1848.— From the Author.

Jahrbiicher der Literatur fiir 1848. Vols. 121, 122, 123,124, Vi-
enna. 8vo.—From the Baron Von Hammer Purgstall.

A History of the Original Settlements on the Delaware, from its dis-
covery by Hudson to the Colonization under William Penn. To
which is added, an Account of the Ecclesiastical Affairs of the
Swedish Settlers, and a History of Wilmington, from its first
settlement to the present time. By Benjamin Ferris.  Wilming-
ton, 1846. 8vo.

Sundry Pamphlets relating to the Seneca Indians in the State of
New York, entitled, as follows:—

The Case of the Seneca Indians illustrated by facts. Philadelphia,
1840. 8vo.

A Further Hlustration of the Case of the Seneca Indians, &c. Phila-
delphia, 1841.

Proceedings of an Indian Council held at Buffalo creek, &ec. Balti-
more, 1842,

Declaration of the Seneca Nation of Indians in General Council, &c.
Baltimore, 1845.

Report of the Proceedings at an Indian Council at Cataraugus, N. Y.
Baltimore, 1846.

Proceedings of the Joint Committee appointed by the Society of
Friends, for Promoting the Civilization and Improving the Con-
dition of the Seneca Nation of Indians. Baltimore, 1847.

Further Proceedings of the Joint Committee for Promoting the Civili-
zation and Improving the Condition of the Seneca Nation of In-
dians, from the year 1847 to 1850. Baltimore, 1850.— From
Benjamin Ferris.

Report on the Expediency of Celebrating in future the Landing of
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the Pilgrims on the twenty-first day of December, instead of" the
twenty-second day of that month. By a Committee of the Pilgrim
Society. Boston, 1850, 8vo.—From N. B. Shurtleff, M.D.
The African Repository. Vol. XXVI. No. 12. December, 1850.
Washington. 8vo.—From the American Colonization Society.
Journal of the Franklin Institute. Third Series. Vol. XX. No. 6.
December, 1850. Philadelphia. 8vo.—From the Institute.
Descriptions of some American Annelida Abranchia. By Joseph
Leidy, M.D. (Journal Acad. Nat. Sci. Philadelphia), 1850.
4to.— From the Author.
Contributions to Helminthology. By Joseph Leidy, M.D. (Proceed-
ings Acad. Nat. Sci. Philadelphia), 1850. 8vo.—Irom the
same.

Dr. Franklin Bache announced the death of Sir James
Wylie, of St. Petersburg, a member of this Society, on the 9th
October last (old style), aged 55.

Mr. Wagner presented the minutes of the Committee on
Finance, which embraced their former report.

They recommended the following appropriations for the
ensuing year, which were agreed to.

Proceedings, - = 5 o - $100
Binding, - - = = - - 50
Journals, - - - = - . 100
General account, - - - - 700
Ha]], o - - - - = o 50

$1000

On motion of Dr. Dunglison, the Committee were authorized
to invest the trust and other funds in loans of the State, City,
or Districts, as they may think proper.

On motion of Judge Kane, the Society proceeded to the
consideration of the alterations of the laws proposed at the
meeting of 15th November, 1850; when the amendments pro-
posed by the Board of Officers were agreed to.

These amendments were as follows:—

First. Amend Chapter I. Section 1st, so as to read as fol-
lows:—

“'The election of new members shall be by ballot; and shall form
VOL. V.—2 A
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part of the stated business for the meetings on the first Friday of
January, April, July and October, in each year.”

Second. Amend Chapter I. Section 4th, so as to read:—

¢« Nor shall any elections be had at the meetings statedly appointed
therefor, unless there be present thereat at least twenty members
qualified to vote; and no person shall be deemed duly chosen at such
rﬁeetings, unless three-fouths of the qualified members present shall
have voted in his favour.”

Third. Add a new section in Chapter L., to be Section 5th,
as follows:—

‘ But in case the number of twenty qualified voters shall not be
present at a meeting statedly appointed for elections, the election of a
candidate may, by one or more of the members who nominated him,
be publicly adjourned to the stated meeting next succeeding, which
adjournment shall thereupon be entered among the minutes ; and if,
at such adjourned election, three-fourths (being at least 15) of the
qualified members present thereat, shall vote in favour of the candi-
date, he shall be deemed duly chosen.”

Fourth. Amend Chapter IX. Section 3d, by striking out
“the election of members.”

Fifth. 1In Chapter VIIIL. Section 5th, after the words, “ he
shall give notice in the newspapers of the meetings of the Se-
ciety, and of the officers and council,” insert “and of all elec-
tions, whether stated or adjourned.”

The pending nominations, and new nomination, No. 241,
were read.



